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NH Definition of Agriculture

RSA 21:34-a

Defines farms and
farming activities.




RSA 21:34-a Farm, Agriculture, Farming.
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CHAPTFE. 11
STATUTOEY CORSTEOCTION

21:34-a Farm, Agriculiure, Farming. —

I Thewerd ""'farm" means any hnd, buildings, er structures en o n which agricu kure and farm ing activicies a reca rresd sut o r cenducted and shall ncdethe residence s rres dences of s wmers,
sccupants, o r emp byess kosted en such kind. Scructu res shall nchde all farm sutbuildings used in the care o f lwesteck, and inthe preductien and ste rage o f fru i, vegetab les, or nusery steck, nthe
praduction of map ks syrup; greenhsuses forthe preduction of annualerparennial plints; and any sther structu res used n spesrations named n paragraph Iefthi section.

IO. The werds ""agricukure”and " "farming " mean a llepsrations ofa farm, nchding:

{07 (1) Thecu kit ion, consermtion, and tillhgs of thesei
(2 Tha stas rags, uss of, and spreading of com marcihl farilmar, lme, wosd ash, sawdust, compast, an ma Imanurs, sapfage and, whars pamctad by municipal and stats rubs and regu btions, sthar
bwfulse il s mend ments .

(33 Theuse o f and app licatien sfagricukural chemicak .
(4) The ra&ing and sa ko of Inmsteck which shall include, but net be lim ed te, da iry oews and the preduction of milk, beef animak, swine, sheep, peats, a5 well a5 demesticated strans efbuffake or
e tarandyz)

bisen, [himas, 2 pacas, em us, estriches, yals, slk (Capus alkphys canadens ) fallbw desr (Dhma dama)y red desr{Ceorms alephyps) and rendesr (Bangifar §
(5 Tha bresd ing, boarding, mEing, traning, rid ng instruction, and selling of equ nes.
{6) Tha cemmarci | raking, harwsting, and sa bs of frash watsrfeh o rothar aquacu kurs p reducts.
{TiTha raeng, bresding, srsalsefpsukryor pamebinds.

() The raking of bees.
(%) The raking, breeding, o rsabs of demesticated strains of fur-bearng animals.

(107 The p reduction of preenheuse creps.
{117 Thes p reduction, cukivtion, growing, ha rvesting, and salssfany agricukura | floricukura | yiciqukural forestry, orhoicukuralcreps nchd ing, but net limiced te, berries, harbs, haney,
map s syrup, frui, vegstab s, tres frui, grapee, fliwers, sesds, prassas, nurssry 2ack, sed, tress and tres preducts, Chritmas tress grewn as part of a cemmarcia | Ch retmas trss spsration, tres grawn

farshert retatin tres fher, compest, o rany sther plint that can bs lega e grewn and ha ressted sotens vehy for profic o r subs stences.
(b Any practics sn thefarm ncient ts, s r n cenjunctien with such fa rming sperations, ncluding, but net necessa rily restriceesd te:
(1 Preparatien fe r ma roet, delivery te storage orte market, o rts carriers forcranspe reation te ma rket of any preducts e r materiak frem the fam.
(2) Thetranspe riation to the fa rm e f supp lies and matesrik .
(3 Thetranspe reation of farm we roars.
() Fametry or bmbsrng sperations.
(%) Tha marksting o roslling ot wha lssa ks o r retail an- ios and o ff-s its, whars pasrm icted by koa | regu litions, sny p red ucts frem the fam.
{83 Irrigation of prowng creps frem privte water supp liss o r pu b lic watsr supp liss whers net preh b ied by state s r boal ruls or regu bitien.
(7) Thausmef degs for herding, werking, s rguard ng |ivestock, as defined n B5A 21: 34, Tlia00d0.
(8 The preductien and ste rage of compest and the materi b necessa ry te preducecempest, whether such materiak srignats, n whelser in part, frem sperstions of the farm.
IO A farm readside stand shall remain an agricu kuraleperation and net be censidered commercil previded that ot least 35 peroent efthe preduct sakes ndelbhr whime B arr e L 0 preducts

produced en the famm e r farms of the scand ewner.
IV.Practces on the farm shall incude techne lbgies recommended from timests time by the un ivers oy o f Hew Hampshine cosparat s =-~—____,, \ne tewr Hampsh ins depa rement o f agricu ko re,

marksts, and fesd, and ap preprists agenciss afthe Unied States Depa ement of Agroukors.
V. Thetermn """ farmers 'ma ket msans an svent o rseriss ofevents ot which 2 ermers =~ _ ., aprricukura | commed ties gathar for purpeses of efflerng far sa ks such commad tiss ts the public.
Commed ikiss o ffored for sals must nchde, but sre net lmiced to. pred— 7o cukure, a5 defined n paragraphs I-IV. " "Fa mers' market" shall net include any event hel upen any prem bes swned,
lessed, o rothsrwie contrellsd by any ndividus == . cungthersin.
VI Theterm " B mean. tracting vi ke rs te a we rking farm ferthe purpese of eating a mea | ma king evern ight stays, enjeyment of the farm envirenment, education en farm eperations,
sractive nve ement n the activicy afthe farm which & ancilk ry te the fa m sperstien.
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NH Agriculture Today

- Diversified industry

- Large number of

small farms

- Ornamental horticulture
IS top Industry sector




Economic Impact of NH Agriculture

Agriculture has a significant impact on
New Hampshire’s economy,
employment base and tax revenue



Economic Impact of
NH Agriculture

$935 million



Economic Impact of NH Agriculture

11,606 jobs

$43.8 million
Tax revenue




Economic Impact of NH Agriculture




Values of NH Agriculture

e Open space
 Rural character
e Scenic views
 Heritage

e Fresh food

 Food security

e Plants

« Unique farm experiences



What’s new in NH Agriculture?

= Niche agriculture
= Direct sales
= Agri-tourism




Niche Agriculture

O Unique, unusual,
uncommon

O Product, location, activity




Direct Sales

= Farm Stands

m Harvest Your Own

= Summer Farmers Markets
= Winter Farmer Markets

= Community Supported
Agriculture (CSA’s)

m Garden Centers,
greenhouse, plant
nurseries



Value of Direct Market Sales wh

2007 Census of Agriculture i P

m Oy H\"-‘L‘
US County Rankings

Coos

$383,000

- Hillsborough County, 37t
- Rockingham County, 38t

Grafton

$1,147,000

Carroll

Belknap
Sullivan -
5 Merrimack Strafford
$784,000 $1,864,000

Rockingham

$3,685,000

Cheshire Hillsborough

NASS: http://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by State/index.asp




Trends: Farm to ...

m Restaurants = Institutions

\

Mew Hampahd

Farm to
School










Agriculture is alive and well in
New Hampshire today...




Agricultural Commissions

New tool to enhance agriculture in the community

¥ UNH Cooperative Extension - Agriculture - Problem Diagnosis and Testing Services - Mozilla Firefox — |E||i|

File  Edit | Wiew  History Bookmarks  Tools  Help

:-j" c x Tt &. % / Iﬁ; |http:,l',l'extension.unh.edu,l'Agric,l'AgComm,l'NH.ﬁGCom.htm ’i::f & I%'|Answers.com }-:'

Izl MMost Wisted | Sidebar |j Weeds

@ 4. UNH Cooperative Extension - Agri... [ l -
ST & O ST T ST G LT O ST OSSO T S50 [Ty ST v e O O LTeT LT e [par DOarGs & oSS0 s,
including but not limited to a conservation commission, a historic district commission, or a heritage
cammissian,
Does an Agricultural Commission cost the town money?
Each town decides what is an appropriate budget for the agricultural commission and other municipal
boards. The Mew Hampshire statute specifies that a town or city may appropriate money as deemed
=

*|C @

The town treasurer, pursuant to RS54 41:29, shall have custody of all moneys in the agricultural fund and
shall pay out the same only upon order of the agricultural commission. The disbursement of agricultural
funds shall be authorized by a majority of the agricultural commission. The use of such funds shall not be
for the purchase of any interest in real property.

¢ ¥

Are Agricultural Commissions regulatory?
Agricultural commissions are created to represent farming interests in the town, but do not have any

regulatory or enforcement authority.

-
|

\

necessary to carry out the purposes of an agricultural commission, all or any part of money so
appropriated in any year and any gifts of money received pursuant to RSA 674 44-f shall be placed in an
What NH town< b2 . ¢ established Agricultural Commissicas?

Az of Cotouer 2007, agricultural commissions or committees are operaticichin the towns of Lee, Weare,

agricultural fund and allowed to accumulate from year to year.
Tartonboro, and Brookfield while organizational efforts are underway in others,

wWant help getting an Agricultural Commission up and running?
~Creating an Agricultural Commissiaon in Your Hometown, an arganizatiossl guide ~

!M"," fE mmiss and a PowerPoint presentation, are available on the web.

The guide provides information on how to establish an agricultural commission o
promote, enhance and encourage the interests of farming, agricultural resources
and rural aspects of community life where you live,

The PowerPoint introduces citizens to the value of New Hampshire agriculture, :nd
to agricultural commissions as a new tool for supporting local agriculture,

. Massachusetts has several maore years of experience with establishing local
Pp— agricultural commissions to promote and foster farming and rural heritagedn towns
and cities affected by growth and development. Find more informatior about and
for agricultural commissions on the Massachusetts sgricultural Cosdnission website,

Done

B

www.extension.unh.edu
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New Hampshire — State Profile

%0
2002 2007 change
Number of Farms 3,363 4.166 24
444 879 471,911
Land in Farms acres acres 6
Average Size of
Farm 132 acres 113 acres -14

Source: 2007 Census of Agriculture




USDA/ National Agricultural Statistics Service, New England Field Office :_1: h
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Percentage of Farms with Direct Sales SN
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What is an Agricultural Commission?

A new voice for farmers and support for
agricultural businesses



What is an Agricultural Commission?

= Municipal committee

= VVolunteers who care
about agriculture in
thelr town

= Forum for balancing
rural character and
growth




What is the Role of an
Agricultural Commission?

O Advises town boards

O Focuses public attention
on multiple values of
agriculture

O Non-regulatory
O Optional

O Does what the town needs
to support agriculture




How 1s an Agricultural
Commission Created?

O By vote at Town Meeting
or

0o By City or Town Council
or

0O By the Board of
Selectmen




House Bill 293

allows municipalities to establish agricultural commissions

O RSA 674:44-e. Agricultural Commission. An
agricultural commission may be established in
accordance with RSA 673 for the proper
recognition, promotion, enhancement,
encouragement, use, management, and protection of
agriculture and agricultural resources, tangible or
Intangible, that are valued for their economic,
aesthetic, cultural, historic, or community
significance within their natural, built, or cultural
contests. The word "agriculture"” shall include the
entirety of RSA 21:34-a, which is the definition of
farm, agriculture, and farming.




RSA 674:44-f Powers. Agricultural commissions
shall have advisory and review authority and other

duties as follows:

1. Survey and inventory all agricultural resources
I1. Conduct activities to recognize, promote,
enhance, and encourage agriculture, agricultural
resources, and agricultural-based economic
opportunities.

[11. Assist the planning board, as requested, in the
development and review of those sections of the
master plan which address agricultural resources.
V. Advise, upon request, local agencies and other
local boards in their review of requests on matters
affecting or potentially affecting agricultural
resources. (continued)



RSA 674:44-f Powers

V. Coordinate activities with appropriate service
organizations and nonprofit groups.

V1. Publicize and report its activities.

V1. Hire consultants and contractors as needed
VI1I1I. Recelve gifts of money to assist In
carrying out Its purpose.

XI1. Hold meetings and hearing necessary to
carry out its duties.

RSA 674:44-g Appropriations Authorized.




Who Serves on an Agricultural
Commission?

Appointees, mostly with direct
connection to agriculture



Typical activities of an
Agricultural Commission

= Conduct agricultural
Inventories

= Cost of community
services studies

= Public education
= Farmland protection

= Encouraging farm
enterprises

= Starting farmers markets

= Hosting farm festivals &
tours




How do we start an Agricultural
Commission in our town?

O Initiate a local
conversation
/' O Review guide,
“Agricultural
Commissions for
New Hampshire
Communities”

0 Build interest and
enthusiasm

(Cont.)




How do we start an Agricultural
Commission in our town?

O Initiate a local
~ conversation
" O Review guide,
| “Agricultural
Commissions for
New Hampshire
Communities”

0 Build interest and
enthusiasm

(Cont.)




How do we start an Agricultural
Commission in our town?  com,

O Hold an exploratory
and informational
meeting

O Determine if an
Agricultural
Commission Is right
for your town

O Form steering
committee




Steering Committee Tasks

O Create and submit warrant
article or council motion

0 Conduct public awareness
campaign




What Happens Next?

O Municipality votes to
create commission

o Commission members
are appointed

O Commission starts work
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Ag Comms in NH

Boscawen Others

Brookfield
Canterbury = Brentwood (dormant AG

Effingham committee)
Lee = Hollis (AG committee)

LLoudon
Marlow
Merrimack In Progress
North Hampton

Sandwich 1 ..
Tuftonboro 2....
Weare 3.
Webster
Wolfboro




Congratulations! You’re on your way to

supporting agriculture in your community




432:33 Immunity from Suit.

No agricultural operation shall be found a public
or private nuisance as a result of changed
conditions in or around the locality of the
agricultural operation, If such agricultural
operation has been in operation for one year or
more and If it was not a nuisance at the time it
began operation. This section shall not apply when
any aspect of the agricultural operation is
determined to be injurious to public health or
safety under RSA 147:1 or RSA 147:2.



Agricultural Uses of Land
Section 674:32-b

674:32-b Existing Agricultural Uses. — Any agricultural use which exists
pursuant to RSA 674:32-a may without restriction be expanded, altered to meet
changing technology or markets, or changed to another agricultural use, as set forth in
RSA 21:34-a, so long as any such expansion, alteration, or change complies with all
federal and state laws, regulations, and rules, including best management practices
adopted by the commissioner of agriculture, markets, and food; subject, however, to the
following limitations:

I. Any new establishment, re-establishment after disuse, or significant expansion of
an operation involving the keeping of livestock, poultry, or other animals may be made
subject to special exception, building permit, or other local land use board approval.

I1. Any new establishment, re-establishment after disuse, or significant expansion of
a farm stand, retail operation, or other use involving on-site transactions with the
public, may be made subject to applicable special exception, building permit, or other
local land use board approval and may be regulated to prevent traffic and parking from
adversely impacting adjacent property, streets and sidewalks, or public safety.

Source. 2000, 279:3, eff. July 1, 2001.



LOCAL LAND USE PLANNING AND REGULATORY POWERS -
Agricultural Uses of Land Section 674:32-c

574-32-¢ Ot - | F . . B

I. The tilling of soil and the growing and harvesting of crops and horticultural commaodities,
as a primary or accessory use, shall not be prohibited in any district.

I1. Nothing in this subdivision shall exempt new, re-established, or expanded agricultural
operations from generally applicable building and site requirements such as dimensional
standards, setbacks, driveway and traffic regulations, parking requirements, noise, odor, or
vibration restrictions or sign regulations; provided, however, that in circumstances where their
literal application would effectively prohibit an agricultural use allowed by this subdivision, or
would otherwise be unreasonable in the context of an agricultural use, the board of adjustment,
building code board of appeals, or other applicable local board, after due notice and hearing,
shall grant a waiver from such requirement to the extent necessary to reasonably permit the
agricultural use, unless such waiver would have a demonstrated adverse effect on public health
or safety, or the value of adjacent property. Such waiver shall continue only as long as utilized
for the permitted agricultural use.

[11. Nothing in this subdivision shall apply to any aspect of an agricultural operation
determined to be injurious to public health or safety under RSA 147. Nothing in this subdivision
shall be deemed to modify or limit the duties and authority of the department of environmental
services under RSA 485 or RSA 485-A or the commissioner of the department of agriculture,
markets, and food under title XL.

V. Nothing in this subdivision shall be deemed to affect the regulation of sludge or septage.
Source. 2000, 279:3, eff. July 1, 2001.



Some Resources

UNH Cooperative Extension

603-679-5616
Ag Comm Listserv

NH Department of Agriculture
Markets & Food
www.agriculture.nh.gov

2007 Agriculture Census
WwWWw.agcensus.usda.gov




